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DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS 
IN CHILDREN. 

BEING A COURSE OF LECTURES PREPARED FOK DELIVERY DURING THE SPRING 
SESSION OF 1862 IN THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, N, Y, 
BY THE LATE 
C. VAN ALEN ANDERSON, MD., 

PHYSICIAN TO CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT, Di MILT DISPENSAERY, N.Y. 
LECTURE V.—PART I. 

DIPHTHERIA, ITS PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT, 
GentTLemeN:—The interest attached to the diphtheritic 
form of croup would justify me in occupying more of 
your time in its description, were I not aware that you 
have recently listened to a masterly series of remarks 
upon it by Dr. Clark. I cannot pretend to bring so 
vividly betore you the various phenomena connected with 
its progress and termination; yet I trust that the variety 
of subjects which have engaged your attention during 
the winter course, will furnish me with a suflicient excuse 
for saying a very few words upon its leading characteris- 

tics, 

It seems to me that diphtheria is a blood disease, just 
as much as typhoid fever is. The condition of the pulse, 
the pallor of the skin, the rapid prostration, and the 
fact that the pseudo-membranous effusion is not confined 
to mucous surfaces, but is also discovered on the denuded 
cuticle, all point to this conclusion. But it is a disease 
marked by the deposition of false membrane; and 
presence of this morbid secretion in the air passages— in 
other words, the diphtheritic form of croup—is what we 
are called upon at present to consider. 

It commences either very mildly, or else with well 
pronounced symptoms, In the former case, at the begin- 
ning there is slight sore-throat, hardly any fever, and the 
appetite and strength are retained. In other instances the 
fever is decided, with aching of the limbs, general uneasi- 
ness, heat of the and thirst; but before long 
there is a degree of dysphagia—the child complains some- 
what of trouble in swallowing, especially substances which 
are of small bulk. Pain in the pharynx is also a symp- 
tom which is observed in the majority of cases, but which 
is not invariably present. In some of Bretonneau’s cases 
it was very considerable, and accompanied with a sense 
of heat and local soreness; in others it was entirely 
wanting, and making its appearance at any stage of the 
disorder, A change in the sound of the voice is very 
common—usually the child is hoarse, and can do no 
more than whisper; or else its articulation has a pecu- 
liarly obscure and nasal character. There is almost always 
a slight hawking kind of cough. 3eing led by these 
symptoms to inspect the condition of the throat, we dis- 
cover at first some redness of the pharynx, uvula, and 
pillars of the fauces, which phenomena are soon followed 
by others more distinctive and characteristic. One or 
both tonsils become tumefied—Bretonneau says much 
more frequently one than both—and some white or yel- 
lowish-white spots are seen on the surface of the swollen 
organ. “These spots, which are more or less numerous, 
are due to the production of a pellicular, lichenoid exu- 
dation, which falls off spontaneously, and is very easily 
detached. There is considerable enlargement of the lym- 
phatic glands of the sides of the neck. From the begin- 
ning this enlargement is marked by its disproportion with 
the extent and intensity of the inflammation of the mucous 
surfaces; the deglutition is not very painful, and it be- 
comes less and less so; the tumefaction of the tonsil, 
Which has ‘been first affected, augments; a redness of a 
very variable tint circumscribes the exudation, which is 


the 


surface, 








sometimes rapidly extended to the velum palati, the J 
Am. Mrp. Times, Vou. VII, No. 6. 
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uvilla, thie * 


This ters 


condition of the pai 


pharynx, and the tonsil of the « 
scription of Bretonneau’s admirably paints the 
the early period 
of the disorder. The patel of false membrane on the tonsil 
spreads gradually over the neighboring parts, and increases 
likewise in thickness; it finally lines t pharynx, then 
invades the air passages, seizes ou the larynx, and gives 
rise to croup. 

The nature of this diphtheritic membrane has been 
carefully studied by some French physicians. They con- 
sider that its evolution may be divided into three periods, 
viz. Ist. The ye riod of development ; 2d. The period 
of complete formation; and 3d. The period of decline. 
The begins to be developed by the effusion 
of a sero-mucous, transparent, and ropy liquid, which 
covers the affected part. It is difficult to discover both 
on account of the deeply seated organs upon which it 
appears, and also on account of the rapidity with which it 
changes its in order 
membrane, At various portions of its 
quickly seen little spots, less transparent, assuming a yel- 
lowish tint, which, at first isolated from each 
other, and imperfectly circumscribed by the fluid in which 
they are formed, soon unite and coalesce with one an- 
other. By this kind of coagulation—if I may use the 
word—a very delicate and slightly adhesive 
created, which is, in fact, the false membrane in the first 
stave of its formation. 

At the period of maturity the deep surface of this rudi- 
mentary membrane is still bathed by the serous matter 
which continues to be effused from the disordered mucous 
membrane. This serous fluid, lying between the mucous 
tissue and the 
porated with 


sity 


inposite side.’ 
cit 


is about the throat in 


membrane 


character to assume that of false 


surface there are 


though 


substance is 


false membrane, gradually becomes incor- 
the latter, increasing its thickness and den- 
3y these means, there is formed in a short time a 
concretion of a yellowish color, with an appreciable thick- 
ness, considerable cohesive power, and strong attachment 
to the underlying parts. It is at this point impossible to 
remove it without producing bleeding from the superficial 
vessels, the membrane being closely adherent to the vas- 
cular tissues. In certain cases, when thus matured, it 
seems only to extend over the surrounding parts by 
degrees, and is limited by a rose-red border; In others 
one layer is continually produced below another which it 
raises, and is raised again itself in turn by a third, so that 
there is finally a stratified arrangement of the whole con- 
cretion: while in others the false membrane is soaked and 
softened in the serous fluid, putrefies, assuming a greyish 
or blackish color, and exhaling an exceedingly fetid odor. 

When the diphtheritie pseudo-membrane has acquired 
its entire development, the period of decline begins. It 
ceases to spread, and preserves its appearance unchanged 
for a season of very variable duration, with the exception 
that it becomes thickened at its edges. A process of re- 
sorption then takes place; it becomes less adherent at its 
outer border; its diameter gradually contracts, the points 
last formed being the first to disappear. It never vanishes 
all at once, like an eschar, leaving behind it a cicatrized 
surface, but, on the contrary, undergoes a continuous 
physiological action, being removed by the absorbents of 
the part which it has covered. I need not detail to you 
the phenomena produced by the presence of this false 
membrane in the larynx, because they are essentially the 
same as those of true croup. The general symptoms are 
more typhoid in character, the cough is perhaps not so 
brassy, and the spasmodic condition ess marked; but you 
will readily recognise the disease by its peculiar signs, and 
will be in no danger of mistaking it for cynanche trache- 
alis. In fact, should you confound the preliminary stages 
of the two affections, which is a difficult thing to do, an 
inspection of the fauces will reveal to you the true nature 
of the complaint, for you do not’ have in croup the yel- 
lowish membranous patch of diphtheria. 
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) none of you will mistake hoop- 
ugh for croup, as has sometimes been done. The signs 


two diseases are so entirely distinct—as you will 

*when we come to the ideration of pertussis— 
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ay nothing more about it 
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‘are against recovery, in estimating these o must 
ned pt as elements of our calculation the ¢ omplications and 
extent of the d sease, the period at which the child comes 
under treatment, the intensity of the symptoms, the de- 
gree of fever, and the strength of the constitution. In a 
case of uncomplicated croup, particularly if the symptoms 
be nervous rather than inflammatory, I believe that we 
may hope by prompt and timely measures to save our 
patient; if bronchitis supervene, the chances of recove ry 
are greatly diminished; if it advance to pneumonia, they 
are very slight indeed. Diphtheritic croup, as you know, 
is one of our most rapidly fatal disorders, and the in- 
stances from recovery from the croup that complicates 
measles and searlatina are few and far between. 

The treatment of eynanche trachealis is what the treat- 
ment of all disorders beyond the power of medicine is 


traditional in its nature, uncertain in its character, vary- 
ing not only from age to age, and from one period to 
another, but changing also with each individual who en- 
counters the complaint. We all admit, as we do in the 
treatment of typhoid fever, that our remedies are utterly 
incompetent to meet and baffle the disease, but the cause 
of death seems so mechanical, and so easy to overcome, 
that every one of us, undeterred by the failure of his 
predecessors, advances full of confidence in new 
agent which we have discovered, and which in our eyes 
—but unfortunately only in our eyes—justifies by its suc- 
cess the trust that we place in it. The history of the 
treatment of croup is therefore in most cases the history 
of means that have been tried, and have failed. Yet 
there are certain indications of cure that demand that our 
efforts should be directed to the attainment of particular 
ends. These indications are, Ist. In the early stage to 
modify the inflammatory action, and to prevent the accu- 
mulation of the pseudo-membrane in the air passages. 
2d, When we cannot do this, to try and bring about the 


some 
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albuminous concretion, 3d. To miti- 
the spasmodic elements of the disorder, 4th. To 
rt the powers of life in the latter stages, so as to 
system to rally trom the disease. 

ct these objects various plans of treatment have 
proposed by different physicia Dr. Watson says 
“the three remedies that most require consideration, 
are blood-letting, tartarized antimony, and calomel.” He 
wdvises the abstraction of blood by venesection or cupping 
n older children, and by leeches in younger ones, par- 
ticular y if the patient be strong and plethoriec, and seen at 
the outset of the disease. The bleeding is to be followed 
by the administration of tartar emetie in doses suffi- 
lit; because he regards that drug as having 

great power over the inflammation of mucous tissues, and 
because children may readily be induced to take it from 
its almost tasteless character. Frequent emesis, he thinks, 
imes puts off the disease; but if no ground be gained 
after two or three repetitions of the emetic treatment, it is 


to be abandoned, and the administration of calomel resort- 


dislodyment of the 


cate 


ed to, 
Dr. West insists particularly on the necessity of treat- 
ent in the very earliest stage of the disease. Even in 
cases where the attack is merely apprehend d, the child is 
at once to be placed in a warm bath, be confined to bed 
and a light diet, and brought under the influence of an 
emetic of antimony and ipecacuanha, to be followed by a 
mild saline aperient. But a more energetic plan is to be 
followed if the symptoms attain their full development be- 
fore the patient is brought to your notice. Large bleedings 
and the free administration of tartar emetic are the means 
which he uses; and if after one free evacuation of blood, 
and the administration of antimony for five or six hours, 
the croupal symptoms are not ameliorated, local depletion, 
and in some cases another venesection, are demanded ; 
ile, if the disease yield to the depletion and the anti- 

mony, they are discontinued, and calomel is given in suffi- 
But the third stage, Dr. West thinks, should 
be treated in a totally different manner. The child is to 
be aroused from the state of collapse into which it begins 
to sink by a hot mustard-bath, the antimony is to be 
stopped, emetics of the sulphate of copper are to be used, 
as a mixture of decoction of senega, carbonate of ammonia, 
and tincture of squills. He prefers the sulphate of copper, 
because it is an emetie of great power, and perhaps pre- 
vents the accumulation of false membrane in the larynx ; 
while the senega, ammonia, and squills, form a valuable 
stimulating expectorant. Dr. Churchill advises a plan of 
treatment, which in its general features is the same as Dr. 
West's. Our success, in his opinion, depends upon seeing 
the child early—at the very beginning of the attack if 
possible. An emetic of ipecacuanha or of antimony is to 
be given at once, and nausea is to be kept up for some 
time. If this fails in changing the character of the disease, 
then we are “to take as much blood as will make a decid- 
ed impression, and to repeat the bleeding if necessary.” In 
the second stage we are to rely on the same remedies, 
especially if they have not been before used; though we 
are to remember that tartar emetic sometimes has a very 
depressing effect, utter and irrevocable prostration, and 
death, having resulted from its employment; in such cases 
squills or ipeeac may be substituted for it. Calomel is also 
to be administered, though not to the exclusion of the 
emetic; the mercurial influence may be obtained by the 
inunction of ung. hydrargyri; and the action of an occasion- 
al brisk, warm cathartic will prove beneficial. Dr. Church- 
ill has also seen good done by the counter-irritant action 
of blisters and mustard poultices, particularly where there 
was any tendency towards bronchial complications. If 
the disease advance to the third stage, he thinks that it 
will be of little use to carry the depletion further, as the 
result would be loss of the patient's strength. Expec- 
torants are to be administered, and vomiting is to be occa- 
sionally excited. The exhibition of antispasmodics, such 
as cainphor, musk, assafcetida, ete., tepid baths, stimulants, 


ment doses, 
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and the inhalation of the vapor of ammonia, camphor, or 
ether, with aqueous vapor, he regards as useful. 

These three writers, then, gentlemen, who are certainly 
authorities, agree, you will observe, in recommending the 
use of powerful antiphlogisties, viz. bleeding, tartar emeti: 


> | 
and calomel. 


Several other remedies have been mention- 
ed by other physicians, which perhaps are worthy of atten- 
tion. The celebrated Dr. Graves says in the second 
volume of his clinical medicine :—“ In the eighth volume 
of the Dublin Medical Journal, I published an account of a 
method of treating this disease, which was proposed by 
Dr. Lehman, of Torgau. This method has the advantage 
of being simple, efficacious, and easily applied, and its 
good effects are not productive of any injury to the consti- 
tution. The proper time for the application of this method 
is at the commencement of the disorder, when, as is 
usually the case, the child is awakened suddenly during 
the night by its invasion ; no time should be lost when we 
observe that the breathing is anxious, disturbed, and at- 
tended with the well known croupy sound, and a cough 
of a varying character, etc. The disease may be arrested 
in its progress by the immediate application of hot water 
in the following manner: a sponge about the size of a 
large fist, dipped in water as hot as the hand can bear, 
must be gently squeezed half dry, and immediately applied 
beneath the little sufferer’s chin over the larynx and wind- 
pipe; when the sponge has been thus held for a few 
minutes in contact with the skin, its temperature begins 
io sink, and it requires to be dipped again in hot water. 
{t is better to have a second sponge ready, so that they 
may be applied alternately. A perseverance in this plan 
during from ten to twenty minutes produces a vivid red- 
ness of the skin over the whole front of the throat, just as 
if a strong sinapism had been applied; this redness must 
not be attended or followed by vesication. In the mean- 
time the whole system feels the influence of this topical 
treatment; a warm perspiration breaks out, which must 
be encouraged by warm drinks, as whey, weak tea, ete., 
and a notable diminution in the frequency and tone of the 
cough, while the hoarseness almost disappears, and the 
rough ringing tone of voice subsides along with the 
dyspnoea and restlessness; in short, all danger is over, and 
the little patient falls asleep, and awakens in the morning 
without any appearance of having recently suffered from 
so dangerous an attack. Since then,” continues Dr. Graves, 
“IT have repeatedly treated the disease on this plan, and 
with the most uniform success. It is, however, only appli- 
cable to those cases which are seen at the very outset of 
the disease, and you must remember, also, that I do not 
propose it to the total exclusion of bleeding and tartar 
emetic, Which must be used in more aggravated cases, or 
in those which are not seen until the disease is somewhat 
advanced.” Dr, Grahl, applying the same remedy in a 
different part of the body, recommended the use of warm 
baths in croup. According to him they are indicated at 
the beginning of the second stage; the arms of the patient 
are to -be placed in a vessel deep enough to admit them at 
least a hand’s breadth above the elbow-joint, and filled 
With water as hot as it can be borne; a cloth also is 
thrown over the head of the patient, which is so arranged 
as to allow him to breathe the vapor for a quarter of an 
hour at short intervals, This treatment produced, in Dr. 
Grahl's hands, the expectoration of the exuded lymph, but 
I am not aware whether any one else has tried it. Many 
physicians prefer the use of sulphate of copper, as an eme- 
tic, to the tartrate of antimony and potassa, Dr. Schwabe 
commences by applying four to twelve leeches to the 
larynx, and then orders from one to four grains of the salt 
to be given every hour or every half hour according to the 
urgency of the symptoms. Others again find equal advan- 
tages in the sulphate of zinc, in the turpeth mineral, or 
yellow sulphate of mercury, in lobelia inflata, in sanguinaria 
canadensis, and in the decoction of senega. Dr. Horace 
Green, of this city, applies a solution of nitrate of silver to 
the interior of the larynx. Dr, Meigs, of Philadelphia, con- 
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fides in the use of alum. M. Ozanam had great success 
with bromide of potassium given in doses of from one to 
ten grains a day, while Mr, Ilird puts his trust in ten or 
fifteen minims of liquor potassa every four hours; and one 
gentleman of this city cures all his cases of croup by 
saturating the system with muriate of ammonia. I might 
extend this list indefinitely did either your time or my 
own allow it. But, gentlemen, I do not believe that any 
of these remedies possess one-tenth part of the value 
claimed for them; in fact, the majority, while highly praised 
by their original proposers, have signally failed in the hands 
of others; and I also beg to protest emphatically against 
treating a case of croup by bleeding and tartar emetic 
combined. The necessity of abstracting blood from the 
arm, or by means of leeches, is what I cannot well under- 
stand; for it seems to me that the blood is quite as much 
one of the tissues as the muscles are, and that, therefore, 
we have no right to remove it, that it will all be required 
in the course of the disease to support the patient, and 
that our experience of the effects of venesection does not 
by any means justify us in resorting to it. The general 
reluctance at the present day to use the lancet appears 
also to support this view. We no longer bleed in acute 
inflammations; we have totally abandoned the practice in 
pneumonia: Why should we continue it in croup? Croup 
also is a disease that results finally in complete exhaustion, 
and it occurs, at least in our cities, in debilitated children. 
Now, I would ask you whether in a child of feeble consti- 
tution, attacked by a malady that advances to profound 
prostration of the vital energies—in such a case, I say, if 
you employ so powerful a depressant as tartar emetic, do 
you not add moral insult to therapeutical injury ? Our aim 
should be rather to husband our means. Since tartar 
emetic has no specific action upon the mucous surface to 
prevent the effusion of false membrane, since the only 
antispasmodic power it possesses results from the violent 
shock it produces, and since its other indications can be 
fulfilled by equally active, but less dangerous means, its use, 
except in rare cases, should be discarded. The first 
consideration in the treatment of croup is its prevention. 
When we have reason to fear its appearance in a family, 
or when it has already seized on one child, and we wish 
to save the others from it, it is our duty, as far as we can, 
to remove or neutralize all predisposing or exciting causes. 
From such climates and localities as have been mentioned 
as favorable to the disorder, the children are to be taken 
away; or, if this be impossible, the constitution is to be 
put in good order by suitable clothing, proper food, and 
the other hygienic means at our command, while the first 
symptoms are to be carefully watched for, and treated im- 
mediately on their appearance. 
—_ 


MM. Decnamere and Detrecn have still further investi- 
gated the subject of the decoloration of tincture of iodine 
by urine. They have already shown that this test, pro- 
posed by Trousseau as a test for sugar in the urine, is of no 
value. The decolorization, according to them, depends 
upon the presence of saline matter in the urine, and 
particularly of uric acid and the urates. Lately, they 
have operated with the alkaline urine of carnivorous and 
herbivorous animals; and they find that the decolorizing 
power of the urine of carnivorous animals is very great, 
and that of herbivorous animals scarcely appreciable.— Brit. 
Jour. 

M. Barrat has presented to the Academy of Sciences 
some remarks of much interest concerning the crust of 
bread and the gluten contained in it. He had recently 
shown that, when equally dried, the crust of bread is more 
highly azotised than the crumb; and he also showed that 
the crust was more soluble than the crumb in water.— Brit. 
Jour. 


Prorresson Scanzon1 has gone to St. Petersburg, to 


attend the Empress of Russia during her confinement.— 
Brit. Jour. 
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Tne article on “ Exsection of of Femur.” with the 
gratifying result fromthe use of “drainage tubes,” in the 
American Mepicat fo 11, by Surgeon David P. 
Smith, | S.V.. dese ! ration ’ 

ken \ tem 

arts ol fill 
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Times, for July 
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that may be added to facilitate 
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re] aration 
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tions, will tend much to decide the 
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conservative surgery, Whether or not they are at 
all times admissible, 7, ¢. whether we may substitute them 
in all cases of Compound comminuted fractures, especially 
at the joints, lor aniputation. 

It is not our intention now to enter into a discussion in 
regard to resections or exsections, or their relative value. 


but to say afew words on the manner of after-treatment. 
Almost every surgeon has his peculiar mode of operating— 


whether Ib is the straigl t, the cru ial, t} c x. the HH the 7 
the L, the V, the elliptical, or other incision. (We will not 
say Whether this or that is adapted to the greater number of 


cases.) And every surgeon has his particular mode of 
uniting ‘the imeisions, his particular suture, and mode of 
trealinent. Surgeon Smith's plan of drainage 


| Is Very ex- 
cellent, and it may answer fully as well for other d scrip- 
tions of Suppuraung 


source of : 


vounds or abscesses. It is often a 
rreat annoyance that the surfaces of wounds close 
over, eneircling large cavities inclosing abnormal dis- 
charges, which are ink many Cases the cause of extensive 
sloughing and great destruction of 


urrounding 
The use of such dramace 


tissues, 
tubes, it seems to me, would faci- 
litate very much the discharge, act as a tent, and render 
extensive inci Lo empty 


sary. 


ions 


such accumulations unneces- 
It seems, however, there may he some obj tions urged 
We have not used them, ‘and of course 
cannot speak from experience; all we may say, is, there- 
fore, entirely We think they may be an 
inconvenience, if not an annoyance or direet pain to the 
patient, by infringing upon parts made quite sensitive by 
the operation, probably upon nervous filaments or denud- 

or they may be a superadded irritant to the 
wound, may act as any foreign body, and may result 
in active inflammation, They may be inconvenient and 
troublesome to the surgeon or attendant by the difficulty 
in retaining them in position, by constant removal and 
readjustment, by their tendency to become foul, and from 
the incompleteness of the drainage. 

We think there is a better method, and one which we 
have seen, and employed in this hospital with great advan- 
tage—one, we think, less liable to objection, and will meet 
all necessary indications—that is, by suction, or by with- 
drawing the discharge with a syringe. A 


against their use, 


sugvestive, 


ed nerves: 


This plan was intro- 
duced in this hospital by Surgeon B. A, Vanderkeift, U.S.V 
in charge ; 


and from its entire eligibility and _ fitness, and 
the singular completeness with which’ it operates, I am 
induced to regard it par excellence, especially in resections 
where the part resected is required to remain immovable 
or in @ quiescent state for a considerable period after 
operation, in order to form strong union or firm adhesion 
of the contiguous parts. The nozzle of the instrument may 
be introduced at any orifice of incision or in the original 
wound, and its liquid or semi-liquid contents drained, and 


at once and completely. Its performance is so simple that 


any assistant or attendant may use it with the greatest 
ease, subjecting the patient to no pain, and causing no dis- 
turbance of function or healthy action in the part, or 
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hemorrhage; and so convenient that it is attainable at all 
{may be always ready for use. Indeed, it is so 
simple that we need not attempt an explanation of it. It 
requires no directions, as any one at all conversant with the 
instrument can use it with the greatest facility. A syringe 
of almost any size or kind may be used, so the aperture in 
the nozzle is sufficiently large to admit the drainings; one 
{ metal is better than one of glass, as it is not so liable to 
0 broken. piston should be well fitted, work 
smoothly and evenly, and it should be kept clean by occa- 
lly rinsing with clean water, 


times, at 


4 
I he 
“lon wal 

Another item in the treatment of exsections or resections 
we would mention here, and that is the dressing, It isa 
common, I might say a constant and universal practice to 
employ simple or cold-water applications to all wounds, 
whether incised, penetrating, gunshot, or others, and yet 
we have seen the happiest results from dry dressings. 
After cperations either in resections or other surgical ope- 
rations, no application is made, but simply a piece of dry 
muslin laid over the wound, and, if in warm weather, a 
little spt. camphor sprinkled over the cloth to keep the 
flies, Which are apt to be pests about suppurating wounds, 
from accumulating on it. The lint is laid in loosely packed 
oakum, thissimple dressing applied, and the discharge drawn 
off with a syringe. We do not argue the value of this dry 
dressing, but believe it resides principally in its negatively 
‘assisting the progress of disease,’ in contradistinction to 
Prof. Bennett's theory of positive “assisting the progress 
of disease;” or rather not lowering the vital powers of the 
part, as is too apt to be done by continued cold applica- 
tions; and the temperature is more likely to be equable 
than can possibly be the case, unless the cold be applied 
regularly and thermometrically. Of course we say nothing 
pertaining to stimulating and nourishing diet—they are 
inseparable, 
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MEDIAN LITHOTOMY. 

By J. GRAFTON, M.D. 

WATERTOWN, JEFFERSON CO. 

On June 8, 1863, assisted by Drs. Lowe, Hannahs, Hale, 
Clark, Kinney, Webb, and Sill, I removed by median inci- 
sion from the bladder of Mr. Totman, of Adams, etat. 69, 
eight calculi, varying in diameter from the size of a butter- 
nut or chestnut to that ofan almond. The steps of the ope- 
ration were precisely similar to those which I described in 
the case of Mr. Allen, reported in your Journal, October 12, 
1861, page 231, the length of the incision in this case 
being precisely one inch and a quarter, which gave ample 
oom for the use of Tiemann’s improved forceps. 

The chief points worthy of comment in this operation 
were :— 

1. A remarkably deep perineum, the patient being an 
extremely thick-set muscular man. 

2. An enlarged prostate, the middle lobe projecting up- 
wards into the bladder, preventing the use of the scoop 
which I had predetermined to use, believing the caléuli to 
be small, from the fact that about a year previously the 
patient had undergone the operation of lithotrity in a dis- 
tant city. 

3. In consequence of this enlargement of the prostate, 
and the great depth of the perineum, it was necessary to 
bury a pair of forceps, nine inches long, up to their rings 
—and then only by raising the handle towards the pubic 
symphysis, and depressing the blades towards the rectum, 
could I succeed in touching the calculi, which lay behind 
this promontory of the prostate in a sort of pouch entirely 
out of reach of* the finger, as in my former case, render- 
ing it necessary, before I could seize them, to introduce the 


fore and middle fingers of my left hand into the rectum to 


elevate this pouch towards the jaws of the forceps. 

4. The necessity of thoroughly exploring the bladder, 
and being provided, in addition to the ordinary instruments, 
with a curved and straight sound; for in this case the last 
calculus removed occupied a different position from the rest, 
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appearing to lie above the symphysis, perhaps held there 
by the contracted condition of the empty bladder, or pos- 
sibly partially encysted there, as it was not dislodged 
without some force, and then only on making firm down- 
ward pressure with the hand from above. 

The subsequent progress of the case has been remarkably 
satisfactory. The patient left his bed in a few days, and on 
the fourteenth day the small wound had entirely healed. 

My experience of this operation is entirely too limited to 
urge its superiority over the lateral. I would only say that 
the objection urged against it, “ want of room,” would not 
induce me to abandon it; for this reason, that, in case of an 
unusually large stone which I could not break, I should not 
hesitate to carry my incision downwards into the rectum, 
freely dividing its anterior wall, 

The median incision is admirably adapted for small cal- 
culi; and in the case of large ones I believe that, in the 
majority of instances, they could be readily broken, and 
removed by Tiemann’s improved sequestrum forceps, which 
have lately rendered me efficient service in removing a cal- 
culus weighing one ounce and eighteen grains from the 
bladder of a lady in our village a few weeks since. They 
are so constructed as to be readily passed through the 
dilated urethra, and have sufficient strength to crush a 
tolerably hard stone. 

—— ~o - 


SCURVY IN THE NAVY. 
By R. S. FARQUHARSON, M.D., 


PASSED ASSIST. BURGEON, U.8.N. 





(Continued from page 37.) 

Tuovcn somewhat apart from the present subject, it may 
be mentioned, en passant, that the quantity of solid food in 
our ration is too great, that very few men can eat it, and 
that the health of our ships’ companies—rarely exposed to 
extreme cold, and leading a life of comparative inactivity 
(inactive in comparison to that of their brethren of the 
merchant service)—would’ be better upon a smaller allow- 
ance of solid food. The latter inference is supported by 
the good health of British sailors, and even they rarely 
consume their whole ration, hearty feeders as they are 
esteemed. However, to return to the subject, the solid 
part of the rations is very much the same, though ours 
surpasses the other in variety as well as quantity. Upon 
looking over the list of articles in our ration as they may 
be issued during one week at sea, viz. beef, pork, bread, 
flour, beans, peas, rice, butter, cheese, sugar, tea, coffee or 
cocoa, raisins or other dried fruit, molasses, vinegar, pickles, 
and whiskey, we are surprised to find that but three of these 
articles (vinegar, dried fruit, and molasses) have any pre- 
tensions to antiscorbutic virtue, and these of the slightest 
kind. Now, in what consists the boasted excellence of the 
ration of the British navy? In what does it surpass ours? 
Why can it be said truly in regard to the former, “That 
the health of crews, long afloat, and exposed to every 
variety of external condition, appears to be preserved to 
the full as well as that of persons subject to similar vicissi- 
tudes on shore?” (Carpenter’s Hum. Phys., p. 342, Am. Ed.) 

On the other hand, Why have we, with a feeling some- 
what akin to shame, to remember the fact, that during the 
recent war with Mexico two of our vessels were almost or 
quite disabled by a disease now absolutely unknown in 
the British navy? The answer to this is to be found in 
the important fact, that on board H.B.M.’s ships an ounce 
of lime-juice is served out daily to each man, beginning 
two weeks after the issue of the last fresh ration, and the 
issue of this indispensable article can at any time be made 
more frequent or larger at the option of the surgeon. But 
it may be asked, What becomes of the allowance of lime- 
juice and of crystallized citric acid granted in the medical 
outfit of every vessel going to sea? The quantity of the 
former is so small as to show that it is intended to be used 
as a remedy, and not as a prophylactic (though in this case 
the old adage might be reversed, and a pound of prevention 
found to be better and cheaper than an ounce of cure). In 
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regard to the citric acid, it will hereafter appear as highly 
probable, that it possesses little or no antiscorbutic power, 
certainly not more than that of vinegar. 

Pathology.—The old notion of the blood in seurvy being 
in a dissolved state, or in a condition resembling that of 
blood defibrinated by art, should have been laid aside when 
crude notions gave way to the accurate analyses and strict 
investigations of more modern times in the comparatively 
few cases of scurvy that now occur. But such is not the 
case; for not only do writers of excellent authority, when 
treating of other topics, incidentally allude to such a condi- 
tion of the blood in scurvy (vide Tweedie’s Liby. of Pract. 
Med., article Cachwmia, p. 59), but a recent author on 
the subject of scurvy actually assumes this partially defi- 
brinated state, or a lack of the “ proteinous elements,” as 
the basis of his view of the pathology of the disease, and in 
consequence gives “ starch and lime-juice.” 

That there is no dissolution of the red globules in the 
serum, nor any lack of the albuminous or proteinous ele- 
ments, is shown from the statements of Dr. Budd (article 
Scurvy, Tweedie’s Library of Pract. Med.) :—Ist. That the 
intermuscular and other effusions so common in scurvy, 
never, unless superficial, consist of blood, but in all cases 
of plastic lymph, often organized and connected to the adja- 
cent tissues by blood-vessels. 2d, That in cases where 
blood has been drawn (for purposes of experiment), as com- 
plete a separation into serum and clot as is observed in 
other ordinary cases. 8d. The analysis of the blood in 
three cases of well marked scurvy, showing a large increase 
of both fibrin and albumen, This analysis, when compared 
with that of the blood of a healthy sailor, gives the follow- 
ing result :— 


| | | 
Water. Hamat. Fibrin. Albumen, | Salts. 





Average of three cases scurvy.) 843°0 602 of 782 106 
Normal case | 7888 | 1887 83 67.2 68 
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Giving for scurvy 





Admitting fully the fallacy of all direct deductions from 
chemical analysis in regard to either pathology or the- 
rapeutics, even of what are termed blood diseases, the 
above comparison, showing, as it does, how scorbutic blood 
contains an excess of all the ingredients except hematosin, 
may serve asa guide in comparing scurvy with other more 
common diseases whose pathology is better understood. 
Using, then, the above formula of the blood in scurvy, and 
comparing it with others, the results of analysis of the 
blood in diseases in which there is a profound alteration 
of that fluid, we arrive at the singular, and, it may be, 
important conclusion, that in its blood changes scurvy 
more nearly resembles chronic rheumatism than any other 
disease. In both there is the same anzemia from the dimi- 
nution of the red globules and an increase of the watery 
element; in both, the same increase of fibrin ; alike, again, 
in both affections having a “ peculiar inflammation,” with 
plastic effusion, not prone to suppuration and the extreme 
degrees of ordinary inflammation ; and lastly, alike in being 
speedily and certainly remediable by the salts of potash. 
The most recent views in the pathology of this disease (to 
my knowledge) are those of Dr. Garrod and of MM. Bee- 
querel and Rodier, the former assuming 4 deficiency of the 
potash salts, and the latter a redundancy of the salt of soda. 

We come now to the last and most important, but for- 
tunately, in a practical point of view, the easiest part of the 
subject. : 

Since the year 1564, the juices of limes, lemons, and of 
unripe oranges, have been known to be singularly effica- 
cious in the treatment of scurvy. In 1795 lime-juice was 
introduced into the ration of the British navy by an Admi- 
ralty order, and from this period may be dated the final 
expulsion of scurvy from that service, and the “sudden 
diminution of the sickness and mortality to an extent scarcely 
credible.” 
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; r GUNSHOT WOUND OF ARM—RESECTION—ERYSIPELAS— 

kro it, raw turn P, beer 1 1adk of spruce, Molasses, Wine, | PY ZHMIA——DEATH. 

cider and the vinegar therefrom (pure vinegar, made by by T. k. POOLEY, 

the German proc sin the acetous fermentation of alcol ol. MEDICAL CADET, U.8.A, 

being an exception), gunpowder, saltpetre, and lastly, the | J. R. Perkins, private, Co. A, 121st Regt. New York 

potato, the effective antiscorbutic of our immense whal- | Vols., was wounded in the action at Chancellorville, May 

ing fleet (by analysis found to contain citrate or tartrate | 3, 1863, by a minié ball, which entered the inner side of 

of potash, possibly both) the arm three inches below the head of the humerus, and 
his apparently hasty generalization derives further sup- passed directly through the limb, shattering the bone. 

ort and countenance from the interesting article of Dr. | Upon his arrival at this hospital, May 7th, he was placed 

Hammond, U.S.A., on scurvy (Amer. Jour. Med. Sciences, | under the care of Act. Assist.-Surg. Keys. On examining 

Jan., 1853), where not only was the use of water contain the wound it was found very much swollen and the edges 

ny potash found to procure an exemption from the | gaping widely, a partial resection having been performed 


ilisease where its causes were peculiarly rife, but in the | on the field. The inflammation gradually subsided, and 


treatment of cases one salt of potash was successfully sub- on May 15th a consultation was called, and it was decided 
e necessity of a limited supply of to perform resection. Accordingly, the operation Was per- 

mpelled., |} formed by Dr. Keys, by extending the incision which had 
previously been made about four or five inches, and three 
inches more of the shaft of the humerus were removed. 
uts of the same article, both separately and | The patient rallied well; the edges of the wound were 
Without, however, perceiving that the latter | brought together with sutures, and irrigation was applied 
article at all accelerated the cure.” | to keep down inflammation. The wound now took on 
A singular, but generally prevalent misapprehension | healthy action, and the patient continued improving rapidly 
exists In regard to the true curative agent in articles used | until May 23d, nine days after the operation, when he was 
as antiscorbutics; for instance, Becquerel and Rodier speak | seized with severe rigors, followed by violent febrile action, 
of treating scorbutus * by tonic regimen and the use of the | which recurred regularly every day until the night of the 
vegetable acids: here, however, the expression “ vegetable | 27th, when typhoid symptoms were manifest, with ery- 
acids” may be loosely used for the acid or supersalts of | sipelatous inflammation of the wound. His stomach, 
vegetable juices, and not, as the term would strictly convey, | which had been very irritable since the first appearance of 
an idea of the pure, separated or crystallized acids, such as | the rigors, now rejected everything. May 28th.—Unfa- 
the citric, tartaric, ete. vorable symptoms increased; pulse 120, and feeble ; 
Again, our greatest authorities, Wood and Bache (Dis- | tongue dry and parched. Irritability of stomach continues. 
pensatory, article Citric Acid), speak of citrie acid as anti- Erysipelas extending; it has reached to the shoulder, and 
scorbutic, and capable of supplying the place of lime-juice; | about three inches below the elbow. Solution of ferri 
hence I suppose our ships are bountifully supplied with it. | sulphas and bromine was applied, and tonics, stimulants, 
That this is a mistake, the fact shown above that all anti- | and nourishing diet, ordered in as large quantities as the 
scorbuties contain potash—the statement of Dr. Hammond, | stomach would tolerate. Has been able to retain a little 
above quoted, of the inefficiency of citric acid—and, lastly, | brandy and water. Other symptoms about the same; he 
that it possesses no curative powers in rheumatism (a dis- | complains of: pain in the chest, without being able to refer 
ease nigh to scorbutus), while lime-juice is all powerful—all | it to any particular spot; has slight cough. Seven p.m.— 
go to render exceedingly probable. The correctness of the Complains of pain when coughing; has dyspnoea and a 
above views being admitted, I leave it to others more con- | cadaverous countenance. Tongue very dry; complains of 
versant with the economical point of the question to deter- | great thirst. Pulse about the same as in the morning; 
mine what shall be the antiscorbutie (if any) to be intro- | skin moist; passes water freely. Bowels quiet, free from 
duced into the sea-ration—whether we shall imitate the | pain, but complains of a sensation of great heat in the 
British and use lime-juice rendered unfermentable by the | abdomen. Wound continues to discharge tolerably healthy 
addition of a small quantity of spirits, or, as recommended | pus. May 29th.—Tongue again moist; respiration lur- 
by Dr. Hammond for the army, serve out some salt of pot- | ried; extensive dulness over both lungs; still has the same 


. : . . oo") . . . 
ash—the bi-tartrate, as most palatable. The attention of the | anxious, cadaveric look; does not complain of pain. 
Chief of the Bureau is respectfully invited to the following 


| wy: . ° . 
| Thirst continues; erysipelas almost disappeared under 
leading points, insisted on and attempted to be established | treatment. Eleven a.m.—Asked to be raised in his bed to 
in the above remarks. | 






stituted for another, as tl 


each ¢ 
Both this (the bi-tartrate) and the carbonates, how- 


ng exhausted at the first, I administered 
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drink; drinks freely; appears cheerful, and asks to sit up 
I. A “scorbutic taint” among the men of our navy with | in his chair. After sitting up in bed a few minutes re- 
the present ration. quested to be laid back, and immediately died. 
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Autopsy, about six hours afler death.—Body well 
developed, Rigor mortis well marked, T horax.—From 
three pints to two quarts of bloody serum mixed with 
coagulable lymph was found in the pleural cavities. The 
lower borders of both lungs were studded with metastatic 
The heart was perfectly normal. Abdominal 
Cavity.— All the abdominal organs presented a healthy 
appearance, The wound was now opened, and the parts 
examined; the ends of the bone were found neatly 
trimmed, and coagulable lymph had been abundantly 
thrown out; the pus secreted by the wound was small 
in quantity and healthy in appearance, 

Of course, similar to the one above related will 
always be frequent after the severe gunshot injuries re- 
ceived in battle, the necessary disturbance of transporta- 
tion, and the surgical procedures so often required. In 
this instance, to all the other sources of irritation were 
superadded that of an exsection performed on the field of 
battle—an operation difficult to perform properly under such 
circumstances, and the good effects of which, if ever so 
well done, are liable to be frustrated by the subsequent 
and often violent jolting of necessary transportation. It 
is worthy of the most serious consideration whether such 
operations had not better be deferred till the sufferer has 
reached his destination in some permanent hospital. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY O 

Statrep Mretina, 
JAMES ANDERSON, 
FRACTURE OF LOWER JAW, 


* MEDICINE, 
oo 7, 1869. 
PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 
TREATED BY INTRA-DENTAL 


DR. 


SPLINTS: 
Dr. Austin L. Sanps read the following case of fracture 
of the lower jaw, and exhibited an improved apparatus for 
its cure. Within the past two months I have had under 
my observation and care a case of fracture of the lower 
jaw. The means used for the cure being, as far as I know, 
entirely novel and perfectly successful, I have taken the 
liberty of presenting them to the members of the Aca- 
demy. 

9 J. P. Gunning, the gentleman receiving the injury, 
is by profession a dentist, and a thorough knowledve of 
his profession enabled him to devise and execute the means 
used for his cure. 

Some time before receiving the injur y he had mentioned 
to me his plan for securing a broken j jaw, and I had promis- 
ed, in case of meeting with such an injury, to try it. It so 
happened that Mr. G. was the first to receive the benefit 
of his ingenuity, fracturing his lower jaw by being thrown 
from his horse. The fracture extended from the right 
canine tooth obliquely to near the symphysis. The soft 
parts covering the bone were lacerated, and the displace- 
ment was suflicient to allow the placing of a finger be- 
tween the teeth. The apparatus used for securing the frac- 
ture was a vulcanized india-rubber used as a splint, cover- 
ing the teeth entirely, and secured by a fine screw on each 
side passing into a molar tooth. In this case, after secur- 
ing the fractured extremities by passing a ligature tightly 
around the teeth at the seat of fracture to keep them in 
place, an impression of all the teeth of the lower jaw was 

taken in wax. From this a plaster mould was made, and 
on this the vuleanized rubber was cast. In this way was 
formed a splint covering and fitting accurately to all the 
irregularities of the teeth of the fractured jaw. <A small 
hole was made through the outer side of the splint to allow 
the passing of a fine screw through it to be fastened into 
the first molar tooth orf each side, to keep the splint from 
working up. It fitted so closely there was no necessity for 
it, as it has been worn since the first application without 
the screw. The instrument was made and applied some 
eight hours after the injury was received. As soon as it 
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was adjusted the fractured extremities see 
securely held in place that I did 
necessary. On the following morning the pa 
his office attending to his business, aud continued to do so 
regularly. The splint remained on without being removed 
for twenty-four days. It was then taken off to see the 
condition of things, and a very good union was found to 
have taken place, sufficient to allow the patient to talk 
with ease to himself. The splint was then replaced with 
out putting in the screws, od was worn regularly till the 
expiration of six weeks from date of injury. After that it 
was only worn while eating, or during the performance of 
his dental operations, when the muscular force used brought 
some strain upon the jaw. The splint fits so closely that 
food cannot work up between it and the teeth, and by using 
a syringe the parts were kept perfectly clean and pure. 

The adv: intages derived from the instrument are the per- 
fect steadiness with which the fracture is held in place, the 
great comfort to the patient in being eat and talk, 
and if the ture is in the anterior part of the jaw, being 
able to go without the application of a bandage, trusting 
entirely to the support of the splint. This would not be 
the case if the fracture was behind the first molar teeth, as 
there would not be sufficient support from one or two 
teeth to hold the fracture in place. In that case the ordi 
nary bandages would be required, and the splint would 
merely assist in steadying the fracture and giving an 
bearing for the upper jaw to re 

After a careful consideration, 1 am 
this splint ean be made of 
fracture of the lower jaw, 
the use of bandaves, 


med 


not consider 


to be So 
a bandaye 
tient was in 


rable to 
frac 


even 
st on. 
led to believe that 
reat assi all cases of 
where it is as to require 
overcoming irregularities in the jaw 
from the loss of teeth or irregular conformation, as the 
rubber can be moulded in any shape required, giving an 
even bearing to be bound up against the upper jaw, with 
indentations in the upper surface of the splint for the teeth 
of the upper jaw to rest in, holding the fracture in that way 
perfectly steady, 

An opening can be left in the front to allow the intro- 
duction of liquid food, and the instrument need not be re- 
moved till the cure is complete. 


stance in 
such 


a, a, a, a, Screws by which the plates are secured to a molar tooth on each 
id 


siae, 

Dr. Strevens.—I look upon the contrivance as far beyond 
anything in our way of treating fractures of the lower jaw 
that has ever been discovered. Like every other useful 
discovery, it has the advantage of great simplicity. As 
Dr. Sands has well remarked, it is not strictly applicable 
to fractures of the inferior maxilla, posterior to the canine 
teeth, but it may be made a great adjuvant even in the 
treatment of such cases. I congratulate the Academy on 
behalf of this discovery. for I firmly believe it to be of such 
importance as to last for ever. 
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Dr. Post remarked that Lonsdal 
somewhat similar apy 
of fracture. The plan wi t to take awax cast of 
, and then carve from that cast an ivory one, to 
adapt itself exactly to the teeth of the lower jaw. But, be- 
‘ a lapted to the bi 
‘ther. This apps ratus 
was advised by Lonsdale in all cases of fracture of the 
jaw, but particularly those 
defective, there w I licient support afforded by the 
upper jaw. The principle ef Dr, 8 
s that of Lo | 
construc ti mm were 
Dr. Srevens. 
' 


rhipt of 


had already advised a 
varatus for the treatment of that vari- 
ety 
the teeth 

des this, there was a wooden sp 
of the jaw, and the two screwed t ! 
lower 
h the upper teeth being 


“a 
mits s the 


splint wi 
same 2 ugh the material and mode 
statement of Dr. Post is the 

the kind that has 


reading or kn ledve extends, 


anything of been 

‘as my but 1 
=A 

a character to diminish m 


aiscovery. It has never been 


almost entirely forgotten, 
Da. A; i. 
splint had been simply 
the teeth of the l 
it would e 
apparatu é 
Dr. ANpERSsON.- 0 that the cast had 
hetter be possible alter the accident, in 
order to provide against the consequences of the 
swelling. 
Mr. T The difficulty to be surmounted in 
promptly taking a cast of the jaw is 


SAnps s P Mr. Lonsdale’s 
vory adapted to 

yr event he did not think 
of Mr. Gunnine’s 


wel 
pare Lo 


Mr. 
taken as soon 


as 
gums 
B. Gruynina.- 

not so much due to 
the swelling of the gums per se, 


as to the difficulty (in 
conseq lence of the Swe ling) of open ng th ; mouth wide 
enough. 
Dr. Peaster.—I would like to ask in what form the arti- 
cle can be purchased, in order that we may use it? 
Mr. T. B. Gunyinc.—It is very easily obtained, but not 
worked, The 


probably fine 


so easily most experienced surgeon would 
1 1 it more to his advantage to call in a dentist 
to his aid, for there are a great many details about get- 
ing an accurate east of the Jaw, which one not acquainted 
with mechanical dentistry would not be prepared for. 
The surgeon should tind the while the dentist at- 
tends to the mechanical part. The material is Goodyear’s 
hard rubber, and may be obtained from any of 
the manufacturing dentists, but particularly of Franklin, 
who is the agent for it. 
The Meeting was then adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 1863. 


PROVISION FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


Amone the questions growing out of the war which are to 
interest philanthropists, one of great importance is the pro- 


per disposition of disabled soldiers. Every country that 


PROVISION FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


maintains a large military force must have some system of | 


pensioning and of support of those disabled in the Govern- 
ment service. The obligations of the United States to the 
future care, and, if necessary, the support of its disa- 
bled soldiers, is, if anything, more sacred than that of other 
governments to the same class. It is by their fidelity, 
bravery, and personal sacrifices, that this Government has, 
and will have, an existence. The extent to which this 
country is to be taxed on this score is thus foreshadowed 
by a competent authority :— 

They calculate that, if it continues a year longer, not less 
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than a hundred thousand men, of impaired vigor, maimed, 
or broken in body and spirit, will be thrown on the coun- 
try. Add to this a tide of another hundred thousand men, 
demoralized for civil life by military habits, and it is easy 
to see what a trial to the order, industry, and security of 
society, aud what a burden to its already strained resources, 
there is in store. 

In the establishment of the Invalid Corps our Govern- 
ment las already taken the first step in the solution of this 
question. Large numbers of disabled soldiers are now 
employed in the public service who would otherwise 
become pensioners both upon the Government and people. 
But this is not all that must be undertaken for the future 
welfare of this class of soldiers, It is gratifying to notice 
that this subject is already attracting the attention of the 
Sanitary Commission, which is ever anticipating as well as 
immediately supplying the wants of the soldier. To deter- 
mine the nature of the provisions made by European 
governments for disabled soldiers, and as a preliminary 
study of the subject, the Commission instructed Mr. 8. G. 
Perkins, of Boston, a gentleman interested in these in- 
quiries, and who was about to embark for Europe, to col- 
lect information. In May last Mr. P. submitted his report, 
which contains an interesting sketch of the pensioning and 
hospital systems of France, Prussia, Austria, Russia, and 
Italy. 

From a review of the information gained, Mr. P. con- 
cludes that, in France and Italy, the provision for the com- 
mon soldiers, as well in regard to the terms on which the 
pension and the right of admission to hospital are ac- 
corded, as to rates of pension allowed, and to the care of 
their widows and children, is far more just and humane 
than that existing in Germany. In Prussia and Austria, 
the minimum pension of the common soldier is a mere 
pittance, which can go but very little way towards sup- 
porting him, and only those most severely injured gain 
admission to the hospitals. In France, the pensions have 
been raised several times, and the minimum now for the 
common soldier is one france a day. In Italy, it is about 
fifty-five centimes ; in Prussia, twelve thalers a year ; and 
in Austria, five kreutzers (say two cents) a day. The 
average of all the pensions of subalterns and soldiers in 
Austria appears to be only twenty-eight florins per an- 
num, or between three and four cents a day. He also 
notices a striking contrast in the treatment of officers and 
soldiers. In France, about one-fifth of the pensions is 
paid to officers, and the amount so paid is about fifteen 
thirty-thirds of the whole payment; whereas in Prussia, 
only one-sixth of the pensions belongs to officers, but it 
absorbs twenty-eight thirty-thirds of the payment; while in 
Austria, the pensions of the officers and their widows are 
one-fourth of the whole number, and absorb about twenty- 
eight thirty-thirds of the whole payment. In contrasting 
France and Italy, it appears that although the rates of 
pensions are about the same (allowing for the cost of 
living), and the terms of admission both into the ranks of 
the pensioners and into the invalid establishments are very 
similar, the practice of the pensioners is quite different. 
While in France, the number in hospital is constantly 
diminishing, and the inmates and admissions consist almost 
entirely of men over sixty years of age, and the whole 
number of invalids is only about two thousand, with a pen- 
sion list of over fifty-seven thousand, in Italy there are 
over ten thousand men in the hospitals, with a pension list 
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The from all these 
countries agree in one particular, and a very important 
one for our consideration, viz. that, in consequence of the 
laws establishing pensions and hospitals having been 
made at different times, and without due regard to each 


of about thirty thousand. returns 


other, there is no just proportion between the cost of 
maintenance of the invalids in hospital and the rates of 


pension allowed, even where the latter are the most liberal- 
For example, in the year 186] there was an average num- 
her of 2,302 invalids in the Hotel des Invalides in Paris, 
and the cost of maintaining them, including all salaries, 
and the charges for repairs of the Hotel, but no rent, 
was frs. 2,313,744.41, equal to frs. 1,005.10 per head. The 
amount of pensions which would have been paid to these 
persons, had they not entered the hospital, would have 
been, as nearly as can be ascertained, frs. 1,150,890, or, 
say, frs. 548.30 to the State 


otf 


average, per man, a cost 


their pensions. A similar result is found iy Italy, where 
the hospitals are crowded. The contrast is still greater 
The 480 invalids in hospital in Prussia 
cost more in proportion to the average of pension than 
the French invalids do; and in Austria, where the ave- 
rage of all the pensions of subalterns and soldiers is only 
28 florins per annum, the average cost of 200 officers, 
and 201 soldiers and subalterns, in the six hospitals and 


in Germany. 


Filialien, is 162 florins per head per annum. The general 
conclusion is, that all laws establishing pensions and in- 
valid hospitals should be made with reference to each 
other. 

Mr. Perkins remarks, that the great point to be avoided 
in framing our law, and yet one which seems to have been 
almost everywhere overlooked, is the failure to provide 
regular civil occupation for the invalids. For want of this, 
it has been found impossible at the Hotel des Invalides, in 
Paris, to prevent drunkenness. Dr. Faure, the head-phy- 
sician of that establishment, told him that it was common 
for the invalids to sell their rations of meat and bread, in 
order to obtain the means to buy brandy, and that nearly 
all the punishments which they were forced to inflict, arose 
from drunkenness. Other officers of that establishment 
corroborated his statement, and all said, if you establish an 
invalid hospital system, let regular occupation for invalids 
be the corner-stone of it. 

He especially recommends two features in the foreign 
systems: First, the Prussian and Italian plan of dividing 
all the invalids into two classes—one still fit for stationary 
duty, and one unfit for military duty, from the former of 
which the garrisons, in certain proportions, are recruited. 
By extending this to all pensions, and allowing those fitted 
for service to volunteer for garrison duty, perhaps a con- 
siderable number of pensioners might be saved, as it is pre- 
sumable that the United States Government will be obliged 
to maintain numerous garrisons for many years after the 
present war shall have come to an end. Second, the 
Prussian plan of issuing warrants to military pensioners by 
government, securing them appointments to the first places 
vacant in certain subordinate branches of civil service (such 
as the railroads, post-offices, custom-houses, etc.), for which 
they may be found fit, to the exclusion of competitors from 
civil life, and as fast as they are provided with places in the 
civil service, they are stricken off the pension list. This 
system is very economical for the government, but in Prus- 
sia it works a great’ evil, by building up a military caste 


nearly twice as much in hospital as the amount of 
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among the lower orders of society, analogous to the one 


which exists among the upper classes. In the United 
States, he thinks we should have little to fear on this score ; 
and as our Government is obliged to maintain a multitude 
of subordinate officers in the custom-houses, the post-offices, 
ete., it might be no disadvantage to have half the number 
consist of men entitled to hold their places during good 
behavior, and so removed from the corrupting influences 
of political changes. 

We have copied largely from this interesting report, 
We 
shall hereafter notice the scheme proposed by the com- 
mission, and by Mr. Perkins. 


the better to present its statements and conclusions, 


In conclusion, we quite 
agree with the author it is very important, for econo- 
mical and other reasons, that a variety of occupations 
should be offered to them, so that the different tastes and 
habits of men may be suited, as far as possible, and the 
number of idle pensioners in the republic reduced to the 
utmost; and no invalid ought to be left in the position to 
complain, that with a pension less than sufficient to support 
him, he is forced to compete in the open labor market with 
able-bodied men. 
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Tue New York Soldiers’ Depot grew out of the neces- 
sity of having an institution in this city devoted to the im- 
mediate care of the New York sick or wounded soldiers on 
their arrival from the field of battle or from hospitals. The 
sum of $200,000 was appropriated by the last Legislature 
for this purpose, and placed at the disposal of the Governor. 
The Governor appointed a Board of Managers, consisting of 
Apsutant-Gen, Spracve, Inspecror-Gey. Minter, Quvar- 
TERMASTER-GEN. Taccort, and SurGeon-Gen, QUACKENBUSH. 
This Board selected the large and commodious building 
50 and 52 Howard street, and had it fitted up with every 
convenience for the comfort and proper care of the sick, 
No hospital could be more complete in all its appointments 
and details. The Superintendent selected by the Board, 
Cou. Nevinie, is a thorough disciplinarian; and the Resi- 
dent-Surgeon, Dr. Wetsu, is a man of experience and 
skill. The ‘* Depdt” has numerous agents who visit Wash- 
ington and other points, where soldiers may be found en 
rouie to New York, and who furnish them all suitable aid. 
A Board of Consulting Surgeons and Physicians is also at- 
tached, embracing some of the most eminent members of the 
profession of the city. Since the opening of the institution, 
now about two months, upwards of five thousand soldiers 
have received its benefits. 

Tue comparative liability of white and colored troops to 
diseases of a malarious origin has long since attracted the 
attention of the English authorities, and has doubtless 
greatly influenced the composition of their forces serving 
in malarious countries. From the annual report of the 
British army for 1859, it appears that in Jamaica the ratio 
of mortality is as follows :—White 101°9, black, 8°2; Baha- 
mas, white 159°0, black 56; Sierra Leone, white 410, 
black 2°4. These facts have an important bearing on the 
present policy of our Government in organizing negro regi- 
ments for service in the malarious regions of the South. 
Already Surceoy-Generat Hammonp has been able to con- 
tribute an item of statistical information bearing on this 
point. In a recent communication to the Secretary of War 
he states that Mepicau-Inspector TownsHeNp reports, that 
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: disea CS peculiar 
ry of War, Dr. C. IT. Nicno rs, 

I H e Government Ilospi- 

{ t une, Wa hington, “lL the Eastern Lunatic 
Asylum, Williamsburgh, Va. This is 


the exclusive treatment of insane in the United States. It 


the oldest asylum for 
has stood on debatable ground, but since the oecupation 
of that vi lage by the Uni mn Army in 1862, has been in 
charge of the U.S. Government. The present medical offi- 
cer is Dr. James L. Warson, Assist.-Surgeon 139th Reg, 
N.Y.V. It contained at the time of' its inspection 216 
patients; white 191, colored 25, physician and at- 


tendants seemed intelligent and hu and the institution 
under proper discipline. The Asylum, like 


most of the public buildings of Eastern Virginia, has neither 


seeme d to be 


water cl set nor urinal, ] roper Scweragve or Water 


supply. Dr. Nicno.s did not advise any change in the ma- 


hnavement of the institution under existing circumstances. 


Ir should be state hat the 


late of the U.S. Navy, was written upwards of ten years 


since, and is not to be taken literally as applicable to the 


article by Dr. Farqunarsoy, 


regulations of the navy at present, but rather as illustrative 
of the causes and prevention of scurvy. The paper Was 
transmitted to us by Dr. F. LH. Hanitoy, Med.-Inspector, 
U.S. Army. In another column the present law regulating 
the Navy ration will be found. 
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\ Manxvan or Minor Surcery. By Jouy If. Packarn, 


M.D.., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the University of 


Pennsylvania, etc., with 145 illustrations, 
J.B. Lippincott and Co., 1863. Pp. 288. 


Philadelphia : 


Mixon Surcery is practically more important than capital 
surgery, as it embraces a knowledge of all those appliances 
and methods which are comprehended under the term 
“ood nursing.” Upon it depends the fate of the majority 
of cases in surgery of whatever grade of severity. What- 
ever effort, therefore, is made to qualify the young surgeon 
in minor surgery, is deserving commendation. Our surgi- 
cal literature is deficient in well written works on this 
branch of surgery. This subject is also much neglected in 
the schools —professors of surgery will occupy the whole 
course of instruction with the detail of theories. and the 
minute description of the large operations, passing over as 
unimportant those minor but everyday subjects which are 
so largely to occupy the attention of the young practi- 
tioner, It is of vastly more importance that the student 
should so learn by actual practice to apply a bandage and 
splint as to become an expert manipulator, than to fami- 
liarize himself with all the capital operations. 

Until the appearance of Dr. Packard’s work the Minor 
Surgery of Sargeant was the only American work adapt- 
ed to students and junior practitioners. It has answered 
an excellent purpose, and we are glad to see it still passing 
through successive editions, It is to be regretted that 
more care is not taken in incorporating recent improve- 
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ments, and omitting details that are now of little import- 
A careful comparison of these two works does not 
satisfy us that Dr. Packard's is on the whole preferable to 
that of Dr. Sargeant. The former is somewhat more 
complete in the number of subjects introduced, but it is not 
more simple and concise in detail. The illustrations are 
quite inferior, We could not, therefore, pronounce the 
former the more deserving of the patronage of surgeons 
engaged in civil practice. 

The work of Dr. Packard is, however, an addition to 
the literature of minor surgery, which is, it appears, well 
adapted to the army surgeon, It has received the unquali- 
fied approval of a Board of Surgeons appointed by the 
Surgeon-General, It is in this field that the work will 
doubtless find its appropriate mission and its chief success. 


anee, 


Correspondence, 


REMARKS ON REGIMENTAL HYGIENE. 

[Tne followig letter of a regimental surgeon to Prof. 
Hamilton is worthy of attentive perusal.—Eb. | 
Sir:—Knowing your great desire to improve the condi- 
tion of the U.S. Army, and admiring the zeal you mani- 
fest in your very close and careful inspections, allow me to 
set forth to you, in as few words as possible, the past 
condition of the 18th Mich. Vols. under my charge, in a 
sanitary point of view, the improvements taken place, by 
what means, ete, together with my opinion as regards 
diet, exercise, disease, etc., which has been the only and 
necessary result of close observation, 

Firstly : This regiment is composed chiefly of young men 
of good families, of social standing, of education, reared in 
aflluence, and unaccustomed to severe labor. The balance 
is composed of farmers and farmers’ sons, all men of good 
moral character, and temperate in habit, and generally of 
excellent physical constitution. 

Secondly : They were mustered into the U.S. service at 
Hillsdale, Mich., on or about the 26th of August last; left 
for Kentucky almost immediately, and arrived at Coving- 
ton Sept. 5th; on the 23d Sept. marched from Covington 
to Snow's Pond, Lexington Pike, Ky., distant fifteen miles ; 
left Oct. 6th for Camp A. J. Smith, distant ten miles; Oct. 
10th, left for Camp Wells, Ky., distant eighteen miles ; 
left Oct. 16th, and marched to Camp Jones, eighteen miles ; 
thence on the 19th for Georgetown, Ky., twenty miles ; 
thence on the 21st for Lexington, thirteen miles, at which 
place the regiment was stationed until Feb. 21st, 1863, at 
which date it left Lexington for Danville, Ky., distant thirty 
miles, and remained until the 21st March; then marched to 
Stanford, thirteen miles, and returned to Danville, March 
23d; on the 24th marched to Camp Scott, twelve miles; on 
the 27th left for Nicholsville, seven miles; the 28th 
marched to Camp Dick Robinson, six miles; the 29th to 
Lancaster, seven miles; the 30th marched to Dix River, five 
miles; thence returned to Lancaster, and marched to Crab 
Orchard, eighteen miles ; 3lst left Crab Orchard and 
marched to Buck Creek, twenty miles; April Ist returned 
to Crab Orchard, 2d to Stanford, 8th to Danville; 9th left 
Dansville for Lebanon, arriving on the 10th, twenty-eight 
miles; 13th, left Lebanon for Nashville, Tenn., by rail, 
arriving on the 14th, at which place it is still encamped. 

] joined the regiment at Lebanon, and found it about to 
leave for Nashville ; had no time to inform myself in regard 
to its sanitary condition until we arrived here. During the 
balance of the month of April the number reporting sick 
daily ranged from forty to sixty cases, consisting princi- 
pally of diarrhoea, many of them being already chronic, all 
of which I found to be very difficult to treat so as to 
afford relief. The rations used by the men at this time 
were strictly army rations of hard bread and salt pork and 
beans. The locality in which we were encamped was 
excellent, free from all miasmatic influence, well policed 
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and cared for, The rations were also invariably extremely 
well cooked, But notwithstanding the advantages derived 
from rest, a clean and well located camp, well cooked 
rations, good tents, etc., I daily found the men becoming 
less susceptible to the effect of medicines administered, and 
the number of sick slowly increasing, the diseases also 
increasing in violence and virulence. Feb. intermittens 
commenced about May Ist. The first cases were severe. 
(Quinine, as an antiperiodic, was of no value. Being some- 
what surprised at the little benefit derived from medical 
treatment, and thinking I had some latent but powerful 
influence opposing me, I subjected each man presenting 
himself on the report to a strict examination, and found 
that, with very few exceptions, all were suffering from 
scorbutic poison—their systems perfectly infiltyated with it, 
as it were—so much so, that, if a vesicant was applied, it 
was most surely followed by erysipelatous inflammation. 
Scarifying and cupping, the same; and in many cases a 
peculiar eruption existed, which I presume you have here- 
tofore observed in scorbutic ‘cases. This was the secret 
force arrayed against the means of cure. I immediately 
adopted the following course :—Ist. Change of food, with- 
drawing all salt food, beans, and hard bread; fresh soft 
bread, fresh beef, and corn meal were substituted. The 
men were daily charged to eat of no grease, and of nothing 
but the fresh rations, adding vinegar and pepper, together 
with a few vegetables, which through your influence I was 
enabled to obiain for them. From this time to the present 
a very small amount of medicine was used. The same 
food has been continued in such quantities as we have been 
able to obtain both from the Commissary and the Sanitary 
Commission, to whose kindness I acknowledge myself 
indebted for supplies of potatoes and onions at different 
times; and am very happy to state to you that now we 
have less than thirty sick in quarters, the most of whom 
are at any moment able to don the knapsack, and march, 
gun in hand, if called upon. No disease assumes a malig- 
nant form; medicine now has a happy effect, and the men 
are jovial and jubilant, instead of being torpid and slug- 
gish. You will notice that corn meal was substituted for 
beans, and that the substitute is still in use. My reasons 
are these:—I consider beans the most indigestible of all 
vegetables, and, if this is true, they, of course, must be the 
most injurious. The bean, let it be cooked and prepared 
as it may, ferments in the stomach before it digests, and 
diarrhoea and an irritated alimentary canal are the neces- 
sary results. It also gives to the system a vast amount of 
carbon, which is not required in the warm climate, nor in 
any climate or latitude with the thermometer at 90°. The 
corn meal, on the contrary, is generally grateful to the 
stomach, gently loosens the bowels, sufficient to maintain 
them solvent, and thereby prevents the accumulation of 
irritating substances in the intestines, has as much nu- 
triment as the system requires, can be prepared in so 
many different ways, and enters so many potages as an 
ingredient, that it is far more healthy, more convenient, 
and after a few days eaten as heartily as any class of food 
ought to be. 

My attention was first called to the value of corn as ali- 
ment for an army in 1852, '53, ’54, and ’55, during which 
time I held the commission of surgeon in the Mexican 
army. Being most of the time Division Surgeon, I had 
the opportunities to thoroughly examine the subject, and 
I can say that I have known seven thousand men on the 
march for twelve successive days, with no other ration 
than one quart of parched corn in their haversacks daily, 
and without there being five sick in the whole division to 
which I belonged. Scurvy is a disease almost unknown in 
that army, and I can assure you that corn is, at all times, 


the principal article of food, and at many times the only . 


one the soldier can obtain. 

Again: It is often observed that fresh beef is productive 
of diarrhoea, dysentery, etc. That this should be, seems to 
me very strange; and I am led to believe that these dis- 
eases are the results of salt grease and bad cooking, and 
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not of the fresh beef. Fried beef (that is beef saturated 
with rancid pork grease, and half cooked) most undoubt- 
edly will produce not only these diseases, but others which 
are pathologically blood poisons, but I do not believe that 
good beef, well boiled, or broiled on the coals, the gridiron, 
or toaster, ever has or ever will produce any disease, as 
long as it is used as it should be, and not gormandized. 
The price of vegetables has been very high, but now the 
prices have fallen ; 


vegetables now are abundant and 
cheap, 


Will you, Sir, use your influence, to the end that 
at least four full rations of potatoes can be obtained every 
week? As a recompense for this service, I will have the 


men under my charge not only able but willing to do duty 
at any time, deducting a very small percentage for those 
diseases which are unavoidable. 

I have been far more lengthy than I intended, but I 
could not conveniently find a stopping-place. 


Very respectfully, your obt. servt., 
Cuas. L. Sovraworrtn, 


Surg. 18th Mich. Vols. 
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EXTRACTS FROM AN ACT TO ALTER 
GULATE THE NAVY RATION. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the navy ration shall consist of the following daily allow- 
ance of provisions to each person: One pound of salt pork, 
with half a pint of beans or peas: or one pound of salt 
beef, with half a pound of flour, and two ounces of dried 
apples, or other dried fruit; or three-quarters of a pound 
of preserved meat, with half a pound of rice, two ounces 
of butter, and one ounce of desiccated ‘‘ mixed vegetables ;” 
or three-quarters of a pound of preserved meat, two ounces 
of butter, and two ounces of desiccated potato; together 
with fourteen ounces of biscuit, one-quarter of an ounce 
of tea, or one ounce of coffee, or cocoa, and two ounces of 
sugar, and of a weekly allowance of half a pound of 
pickles, half a pint of molasses, and half a pint of vinegar. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That fresh or preserved 
meat may be substituted for salt beef or pork, and vegeta- 
bles for the other articles usually issued with the salted 
meats ; allowing one and a quarter pound of fresh or three- 
quarters of a pound of preserved meat for one pound of 
salted beef or pork; and regulating the quantity of vege- 
tables so as to equal the value of the articles for which 
they may be substituted. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That should it be neces- 
sary to vary the above-described daily allowance, it shall 
be lawful to substitute one pound of soft bread, or one 
pound of flour, or half a pound of rice for fourteen ounces 
of biscuit; half a pound of rice for half a pint of beans or 
peas; half a pint of beans or peas for half a pound of rice, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in case of neces- 
sity, the daily allowance of provisions may be diminished 
or varied by the diseretion of the senior officer present in 
command; but payment shall be made to the persons 
whose allowance shall be thus diminished, according to the 
scale of prices which is or may be established for the same ; 
but a commander who shall thus make a diminution or 
variation shall report to his commanding officer, or to the 
Navy Department, the necessity for the same, and give to 
the paymaster written orders specifying particularly the 
diminution or reduction which is to be made, 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
this act shall go into effect in the United States on the first 
day of the succeeding quarter after it becomes a law; and 
in vessels abroad on the first day of the succeeding quar- 
ter after its official receipt; that any acts and parts of acts 
which may be contrary to or inconsistent with the provi- 
sions of this act shall be and are hereby repealed, 


AND RE- 





‘rlean Medical Times, 


d 


uuder ‘striction 


n will best insure the 
Approved July 18, 1861. 


Arrrovep Joby 

That from and 

hundred and 
he | nited 

fier no distilled 

ird of vessels-of 


Horder and under 


Bin 
ted 


teen 


From tun Navan Approrrta 


L862 s LA [ er one 


‘to be 


aid 


| 


their 

Wh spiril to each per 

and at the 
| 


such of 


( nad ol 


crew 


on, 
the 
If any person 
just remain to 


ited for in 


The ox utation p tt avy ration will continue 
he ‘nce to the five 


cent 


to 
nllowed a above mien 

Gipeon WELLES. 

Navy 


DeraktMent, July 


(CIRCULAR.) 
Navy DeParnTMEnr, i 
Bureau or Provisions anp CLoTuHine, f§ 
dune 11, 1568 
1. When vessels of tl 
supply of tomatoes, the 
it advisable, 


in heu of flour, rice, 


Navy have on board a suflicient 
Commanding Officer, if he 
may direct the same to be issued to the crew 
dried fruit, pickles, desiccated mixed 
but oltener than twice in each 
of tomatoes will be issued in lieu 
four ounces of rice, or two 
of dried fruit, or four ounces of pickles, or one ounce 
of desiccated mixed vegetables, or halt a pint of beans. 

2. Preserved tomatoes may also, with the consent of the 
Commanding Othecer, be issued to officers r 
eight cents per pound, and charged to them as cash: the 
amount to be credrted by the Pay Oflicer to the appropri- 
ation for “ Provisions.” 

3. Where potatoes, onions, or other fresh vegetables are 
in quantities greater than are necessary for use 
with the fresh meat issued, the Commanding Officer may, at 
his discretion, allow the officers and crew to draw a rea- 
sonable quantity of the vegetables for each mess, and be 
charged for the same as cash, estimating the Irish potatoes 
and onions at one dollar per bushel, and turnips and carrots 
at half that price ; the amount to be credited by the Pay 
Officer to the appropriation for “ Provisions.” If other 
vegetables or fruit be sent, they will be charged at invoice 


deenis 


7 1) . 
vegetables or beans not 


Four ounces 


f 4 


Ol cight ounces ol Hour, or 


} 
Week, 


ounces 


and crew at 


sent out 


Wices, 
4. The Commander and Pay Officer of supply or store 
vessels will take care that no vessel shall receive an undue 
proportion of their whole cargo. 

II. Brince, 

Chief of Bureau. 
To tne CommManpine Orricers anp Pay Orricers 
Of U.S. Ships of War. 
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(CIRCULAR NO. 12.) 
SUNGYON-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Wasutxaton City, D.C. 


July 29, 1563. 

The attention of Medical Officers is called to the virtues of Perman- 
ganate of Potassa as a disinfectant and deodorizer 

A preparation of this salt in solution is supplied by the Medical De- 
partment. Medieal Officers are directed to make proper requiritions 
therefor upon Medical Purveyors whenever its may be indicated ; 
and Medical Purveyors and Storekeepers’ are directed Ww keep a stock 
ov hand by making Umely requisition on this Office. 

WM, A. HAMMOND, 


Surveon-General, 


CHANGES, 


8.V.. has become insane, and been 
the Insane, at Washington, 


ORDERS, 


Assistant-Surgeon T. L. Braden, It 
committed to the Government Asylum for 
bee i 

Assistant-Surgeon W. G. Moore, 61st Ohio Vols., was mortally wound- 
to his duties in rear of his regiment at the battle of 

ttysburg, 5 1563, by a cannon-ball, which took effeet in bis left 

hy lacerating and contusing it extensively from the gluteal region 

knee. The femur was net broken ner the femoral artery divic- 

a Reaction, however, did not succeed the severe shock, and he died 

siath of July, the whole limb being in a state of mortifleation or 
vangrene, which extended to the gluteal, serotal, and iliac regions, 

Surgeon G, L, Sutten, U.S.V., has been relieved from General Aber- 
crombie’s Staff, and assigned to duty as member of the Board for the 
examination of candidates for the Invalid Corps, at Camp Distribution, 
near Alexandria, Va 

Surgeon 8S. J. W. Mintzer, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty in charge 
of Geueral Hospital, at MeMinnville, Tenn. 

Surgeon W. Clendenin, U.S.V., has been placed in charge of the General 
Field- Hospital, at Decherd, Tenn 

Surgeon A. M. Speer, U.S.V. 


ac, 


ed while 


on the 


, is at Pittsburg, Penn., on twenty days’ 
leave, 
Surgeon John Neil, U.S.V.. is Medical Director to General W. F. 
Smiths command, at Hagerstown, Md 

surgeon E. W. Thurm, U.S.V.. who has been sick in the General Hos- 
pital, at Fairfax Seminary, Va., for some weeks past, hus returned to the 
Army of the Potomac, and resumed his duties with the 11th Army Corps. 

Surgeon KR. A. Christian, U.S.V.. bas been relieved from duty attending 
officers and soldiers in the city of san Franciseo, Cal., and assigeed to duty 
at the Headquarters District of Oregon, Fort Vancouver, W. T., a Medical 
Director of that District 

By command of the President, Assistant-Surgeon Charles Woodward, 
26th Llineis Vols, has been dismissed the service of the United States for 
uttering disloyal sentiments. 

Surgeon H. J. Churebman, U.S.V., having reported for duty from sick 
leave, has been ordered by the Assistant Surgeon-General at St, Louis to 
report to Major-General Grant at Vicksburg, Miss 

Assistant-rurgeon J, D. Johnson, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty at 
Camp Bradford, near Baltimore, Md. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. C. Bennett, U.S.V., having reported at Headquar- 
ters Army of the Potomac, bas been assigned to duty as Medical Inspector 
of the 12th Army Corps. 

Assistant-Surgeon A. C, Van Duyn, U.S.V., has been assigned to the 
charge of the General Hospital, at Fort Seott, Kansas. 

surgeon Bernard Beust, U.S.V., has been ussigned as Surgeon-in-Chief 
to the Ist Division, 1ith Army Corps, Army of the Potomac 

surgeon bk. D, Kittoe, U.S. V., has been placed in charge of the Confede- 
rate hospitals, at Vicksburg, Miss. 

Leave of absence is granted to the following named medical officer, 
on surgeon's certificate of disability : 

Assistant-Surgeon Joseph L. Cutler, 134th New York Vols., for twenty 
days. 

Surgeon William Arnold, 87th Ohio Vols., is hereby mustered out of 
the service of the U.S., to date January 6, 1563, the date of his muster in, 
he having rendered no service to the Government. 

Surgeon L. A. kdwards, U.S.A., and Capt. W. Silvey, Ist U.S. Artil- 
lery, Assist. to the Provost Marshal General of the United States for the 
State of Khode Island, are hereby directed to proceed to Lovell Hospital, 
Portsmouth Grove, R. 1. and there organize fit subjects for the Invalid 
Corps under the instructions of the Provest Marshal General. 

The following officer will at once proceed to Wilmington, Delaware, and 
report for examination to Major-General Irvin MeDowell, President of the 
Retiring Board, convened by 3. O. 307, current series, from this Office. 

Surgeon Madison Mills, U.S.A. 

Private John W. Ehrman, Co. E, 1st Illinois Light Artillery, is 
hereby honorably discharged the service of the U.S., with a view to his 
enlistment as hospital steward, U.S.A. 

By direction of the President, the following appointment is here- 
by made in the 2d Regt., Distriet of Columbia Vols. 

Assistant-Surgeon W.O. Baldwin, to be Surgeon, vice Keasbey resigned. 

Leave of absence is granted the following named officer on surgeon's 
certificate of disability : 

Chaplain J. C. Smith, U.S.A., for twelve days. 

Assistant-Surgeon E. B. Zule, 2d lowa Cavalry, is hereby discharged 
the service of the U.S., on account of incompetency. 

The following officer, having tendered his resignation, is hereby hon- 
orably discharged the service of the United States on aecount of physical 
disability : 

rece Wm. T. Black, 1st Louisiana Vols., upon condition that he re- 
ceives no final pay, until he furnishes evidence of service from Januay 
Ist, 1868, to the present day, no rolls of this regiment having been re- 
ceived at this office since December, 1862. 

‘The Military Governor of the District of Columbia is authorized 
to discharge non-commissioned Officers and Privates who are confined 
in hospitals in the District of Columbis, on surgeon's certificate of dis- 
ability, conformably to existing orders, notwithstanding charges of deser- 
tion are pending against them, and on summary examination to remit the 
charge of desertion in his discretion. In case the charge of desertion is 
not so remitted, the certificate of discharge shall have written thereon, 





“ pay account suspended on charge of desertion.” 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF TITE WEEK 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 20th day of July to the 27th day of July, 1863. 

Deaths.— Men, 182; women, 97; boys, 261; girls, 194; total, 654. Adults 
222; children, 455; males, 898;'females, 291; colored, 17. Infants under 

two years of age, 37 2. Children born of native parents, 70; foreign, 347 
Among the causes of death we notice :-—Apoplexy, 8; infantile convul- 
sions, 55: croup, 3; diphtherite, 8; scarlet fever, 15; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 15; consumption, 60; small-pox, 2; measles, WW; dropsy in head, 19; 
infantile marasmus, 39; chole era infantum, 170; inflammation of br: in, 13; 
of bowels, 14; of lungs. 16; bronchitis, 0; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
0; erysipelas, 0; diarrhoea and dysentery, 89. 407 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and TZ from violent causes. 513 were native, and 1/1 
foreign; of whom 117 came from Ireland; 84 died in the City Charities ; 


of whom 82 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 5 died in the Immigrant 
Institution. 


IN THE CITY 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary. 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York, 
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Cloudy and very sultry. 
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BARK. Thi his ele gant and valuable medicinal preparation was intro- 
duced to the notice of the Faculty of this city in 1850, by J. Milhau, the 
sole Inventor and Manufacturer, at which date none of those numerous 
firms were in existence, who, rather than give a new name to anew article, 
have found it more convenient within a few years to appropriate the above 
extensively and favorably known title; it is therefore presumable that 
physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty years, have reference solely to 
the original article made by 
J. Miruav & Sox, 
Wholesale Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 183 Broadway, N.Y. 
Sole agents for Feencn ArtiviciaL Eyes: have alwaysa large assortment 
on hand, and will furnish to order a single eye, of any desired pattern, in 
thirty days. Agents for the majority of, and Importers of all the Freoch 
medicines in vogue. 
Eyes in sets of 120, for oculists. 


CRAIG MICROSCOPE. 


This is the best and cheapest microscope in the world for 
most practical purposes. It magnifies about 100 diameters, 
or 10,000 times, and requires neitber skill nor patience to 
use it. The power is about that most frequent| prapie’ 
in making microscopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
who have no microscope, it is invaluable. 

It will be sent by mail, postage paid, on the receipt of 
$2.25, or with six beautifal mounted objects for $3, or with 
24 objects for $5. Address 

HENRY CRAIG, 182 Centre St. N. Y. 

A liberal discount to the trade. 


DR. Cc. F. “TAYLOR'S 
LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS, 


NO. 159 FIFTH AVENUE. 


ONE BLOCK BELOW STH AVE. HOTEL. NEW YORK. 


DR. CHARLES F. TAYLOR. DR. BENJ. LEE. 
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dical Institution of Yale College. 


Me 
The Course of Lectures for 1863-64 commences on Thursday, & Sep- 
tember 17th, and continues seventeen weeks. 
JONATHAN KNIGHT, M_D., 
WOR ‘ian HOOKER, 
Medicir 
BEN. } AMIN SILLIMAN, JR. 
na 
PL IN YA 
pride nee 
CHARLES A. LINDSLEY, M.D., 
peutics, 
LEONARD J, SANFORD, 
logy. 
Matriculatien, $5; Lecture 
Graduation Fee, $15, 


Professor of Surgery. 
M.D., Professur of ‘I heory and Practice of 


. M.D., Professor of ¢ hemistry and Phar- 


A. J EWETT, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Medical Juris- 


Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 


M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physio- 


Fees, $68.50; Demonstrator’s Ticket, $5; 
CHARLES A. LINDSLEY, M.D., 


Dean of the Faculty. 


New Haven, July 22d, 1565. 
(G ‘eneva Medical C ollege. ‘The Ses- 
sion of 1563-64 will begin on Wedne stor, Oct. T, 1563, and continue 
sixteen weeks, 
FACULTY 
JOMIN TOWLER, 
Dean and Kegistrar. 
JAMES HADLEY, M.D., 
Emeritus Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
JOUN TOWLER, M_D., Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
FREDERICK HY DE, M.D., Professor of Principles and Practice 
Surgery. 
GEOR Gk BURR, M_D., Professor of General and Special Anatomy, 
NELSON NIVISON, M.D... Professor of Phys ology and Pathology. 
HIKAM N. EASTMAN, M.D., Professor of the Practice of Medicine and 
Materia Medica, 
—, Professor of Obstetrics, Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren, and Medical Jurisprudence.* 
LYMAN W. BLIsS, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy 
Fees, payable in advance.—Matriculation, $3. Tickets for the 
Course, HA). Graduation, $20. Demonstratur's ticket, $3. 
mnaterial, £5. 
Special attention paid to Military Surgery. 
Further information ms “ ae obtained by addressing 
J. TOWLER, Dean of the Faculty, Geneva, N. Y. 
, will paston the duties of this department, 
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Artificial Limbs, for 
Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 
EE. D- HUDSON, M.D., 
CLINTON HAL L (up stairs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
Viace, New York. 
FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely. 
Soldiers provided with legs, without cost, by Dr. H., the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Norther n Division. 
Dr. H., having devoted his attentivn and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improvements upon the 
“ Palmer Patent,” the right to which is his by purchase, as to render his 
trea’ ment in this branch of surgery superior to all others. The Surgical 


Adjuvant sent gratis. Be al eta 
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Was. H. Van Breen, M.D., 
Sternen-Seitra, M.D., 
Tuomas Markog, M.D., 
James kK. Woop, M.D., 


Davip P. Srrn, M.D., Surgeon 
U.S.A. 
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whole 
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* KR. Stone, 
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VaLentineE Mort, M.D., 

Wicrarp Parker, M.D., 

J. M. Carsocuan, M.D., 

Guepon Brex, M.D., 

F. H. Hamitros, M.D., 
Surgeon of U.S.A., 
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American Journal of Ophthalmology 
JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprror. 

The 6th number of this Journal, completing the FIRST VOLUME, is 
in preparation. 

The First Volume will be sent Free of Postage, bound in Cloth, for 
$2 50; in Paper covers, for $2 00. 

Subscription Price for Vol. LL, $2 00. 

BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, 


MESSRS. Bz AILLIERE BROTHERS 


Beg 


MEDICAL PROFESSION 


And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 
MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT & 
CO., LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Ere. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Houses at a very 


LIBERAL DISCOUNT FoR CasH. Prices will be given on application and 
orders are respectfully solicited. 


New York 





to inform the 





AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER, 


GEOKGE TIEMANN & CO, 


\j anufacturers of Surgical 
4 MENTS, ¢ 
CHATHAM STREET, 
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Ons, Fine itlery, ete, 


Lees 


and 
WM. SELPIIO, 


ACCINE 
oe irus 3 of all kinds pertectly pure, and 


¢ physicians of this eity; put up in 
part of the world. Prices 
sof eighth-day lymph, on pointed quills, 
wh irge, on convex surface of section of 
from $1 to $3 according to weicht. 
I) sary 57 Esse x Street, 


New York, 


Wa ater-Cure Establish- 


ment at Florenee, Mass. (near Northampton), is large and ecommo- 
sere, tA re t sittiate na hy cthe hills of one of the heal- 
arts of New Er nd abur ly supplied with the purest and 
te weter (no tee being ever required for cooling it), it offers a 

ort to the profession for sach p atie nt as cant g sure mountain 
turmoil of cities 


ving diet, and reat from the 
ons of Priessnitz’s system of 


or wrthont, the applieati 
d under ntor’s personal guidance, but mo- 
sand thirty years’ experience. The treatment 


constitution of the patient. 


single 


yr. Munde’s 


t plain nouris 


ientifie principle 
: I . 
hd and in every case adapted 


from $7 to $12 per week 


bf ° y sir ’ . ‘ . 
\ew York Medical College 
an CHARITY HOSPITAL, 

No, %) East 15th st, near 4th Avenue, 

The 14th Annual Course of Lectures will commence on the 19th of Oc- 

tober, 1568, and will continue until the first week of March, 1864, 
FACULTY. 
BENJAMIN I. RAPHAEL, - D., Professor of General 

Surgery and Surgical Patholog 
A. J Hy OBL, M.D., Professor of Lufantile Pathology and Therapeutics. 

Kk. NORGGELAT H, M.D., Professor of Clinical Midwifery and the Dis- 
eases of Women. 

J.V,C. SMITH, M.D., Professor of Anatomy 

WM. F. HOLCOMB, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmic and Aural Surgery. 

SAMUEL KR. PERCY, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapen- 
tics 

HENRY G. 
Medicine, 
.H. VAN DER 


and 


and Military 


COX, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice and Clinical 


WEYDE, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Toxico- 


log Vv 
HON, JOUN IL ANTILON, A.M., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
STEPHEN ROGERS, M.D., Professor of Physiology. 

AOSEPH SUNETTPER, Lecturer on Microscopic Anatomy, 

JAMES E. STEELE, M.D., Dx mensbtaioe of Anatomy, and Curator of the 

Museum, " 
JOUN HH. THOMPSON, M.D., 
F. S. SNEAD, Janitor, 

A preliminary term will commence on September 14th, and continue 
until the regular term begins. The term will be Gratis to those Students 
who intend taking a full winter course, and will be as follows :— 

On Military Surgery, by . Pror. RarHak., 
On Congenital Malformations. ps Oe -P ROF Jacosl, 
On Bandaging i Hotcomn, 
On Ovarian Dropsy. ... Pror, ‘Noraorr ATH. 
On Auseultation and Percussion Pror. Cox, 
On Poisons and their Antidotes......Pror, Van Der Wrype. 
On the Examination of Reeruits, . Pror. ANTHON, 
Demonstrations with the Microscope ». SUNETTER, 
Anatomy and Physiology of the Kidney Pror, hoGens. 
Material for dissection is abundant. 
Daily ¢ linies are held at the College. 
Further information as to Lectures, Terms, ete., 


addressing, 
PROF. B. L. RAPHAEL, 
Dean of the Faculty 
No, 91 Ninth St., New York. 


Prosector to the Professor of Surgery. 


may be obtained by 





WADE & FORD, 
Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, ere., 

85 Fulton street, New York, 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James K. Woop, a full description of which will be 
forwarded upon application, Also, Dr. Lewis A. Sayre's improved out- 
door Splint He r Morses Coxarius, Directions for measurements will be 
rene are led when requested, 

References :—J auvs R. Woon, be D., 
Sairu, M.D. B. FL Bacur, M.D. ULS.N, 

PRIVED CATALOGUES WEL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

ter” Agents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
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Lewis A, Sayre, M.D., Stepuen 


— 


Sole Agents for “ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument.” Price #3.00. 


A KEMARKABLE INVENTION IN ARTIFICIAL 
BY DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 


ANATOMICAL LEG, 
THE U. \ 


wy . carer A 
ARMY AND NAVY LEG, 
The latter is furnished to Soldiers by the U. S. Go- 
vernment, without onerg* by applying 
to Dr. BL 

By frequent dissections Dr, Bly has succeeded in embodying the prin. 
ciples of the natural leg in an artificial one, and in giving it lateral or side 
motion at the ankle, the same as the natural one. By so doing he has pro- 
duced the most complete and successful invention ever attained in artifi- 
cial legs 

cer” A pamphlet, containing fall description and illustrations, can be 


had without charge by addressing 
DOUGLAS BLY, ™.D., 
New York City, or Rocurster, New York, or 


LEGS, 


AN 


Either 658 Broapway, 
CINCINNATI, Ohio, 


B uffalo Medical and Surgie: al Journal. 
A MONTHLY PER lopic AL. 

The Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, eontain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
respondence, Army News, ete., ete. ; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publieations. Specimen copies sent on application. Terms 
$1.00 a year, in advance, 

MINER, M.D., 


Editor Bufate Med, and Surg. Jour., 


SHEDDEN’S 
Effervescing Citrate of 


An agreeable refrigerant and laxative. 
unchangeable in any climate. 
JOHN W. SHEDDEN, Pharmaceutist, 
Bowery, cor. 4th st., N. Y. 





Magnesia, 


Our preparation is warranted 





‘TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL T TIMES. 

City and Canadian Subscribers, $3. 50 | pe rannum, payable in advance, 

Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance, 

Remittances must ype ge an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters, 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the Ist of January and 
July; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

‘Those who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers atthe original subscription price. 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for $2 00, 
and free by mail for $2.32; cloth cases for binding may be had at the office 
for 25 cents, and free by mail for 34 cents. 

*,* Tue Mevica, Times is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instruments 
of every kind, Drugs and Medicines, ete., ete. The following terms of 
transient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion; 

46 column, or less, , 
1 ¥ e . . . . bed 3 ou 
1 “9 Se ee alas = 7 20 
A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 6 insertions. 
vb “ oe - oo 


each insertion $1 00 
- 1 80 
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“ 30 “ 26 « 
“ BD cs 52 “ 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BALLLIERE BROTHERS, 
Publishers and Proprietors, 





